Digital Archives for Research on Czech and Slovak Themes

1. National Archives and Libraries

e Slovak National Archives (Slovensky narodny archiv)

@)
@)

URL: https://www.minv.sk/?sna

Description: Administered by the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic,
the Slovak National Archives (Slovensky narodny archiv, or SNA) serves as the
central repository for state administrative records and documents of national
historical significance. The portal provides access to comprehensive digital
finding aids, searchable archival inventories, and electronic registry systems
documenting Slovak political, social, and economic development across the
twentieth century. Key holdings accessible through the portal include official
government files from the wartime Slovak State, records of state security
apparatuses, and extensive documentation of postwar retributive judicial trials.
Additionally, the collection preserves census sheets spanning from 1930 through
1991, offering essential quantitative evidence for demographic modeling and
genealogical inquiry. By offering digitized finding aids and research tools, the
database provides scholars with an indispensable resource for analyzing
totalitarian governance, regional administration, and Holocaust-era state policy in
Central Europe.

e eSbirky (Collections Online)

o

o

URL: https://www.esbirky.cz/

Description: Managed by the National Museum in Prague, eSbirky is a
comprehensive digital portal aggregating cultural heritage artifacts from 148
Czech institutions. The platform functions as a centralized repository for high-
quality visual and historical documentation of Czech material culture, ranging
from ethnographic items and folk architecture to fine art. For modern historians,
the database offers critical access to collections tracking major twentieth-century
societal shifts, including the agricultural collectivization of the 1950s and the
visual legacy of the Cold War. By providing open-access primary sources,
eSbirky bridges physical museum collections with remote scholarship, facilitating
international research into Central European everyday life. Ultimately, the portal
serves as an indispensable educational asset, fostering a deeper public and
academic understanding of material memory, regional museology, and cross-
institutional archival collaboration.

o National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library Oral History Collection

@)
@)

URL: https://ncsml.omeka.net/collections/show/15

Description: This repository houses the digital oral history collection, "Recording
Voices & Documenting Memories of Czech & Slovak Americans." It preserves
the personal narratives, audio interviews, and transcripts of approximately 250
individuals who migrated to the United States from Czech and Slovak lands.
Spanning critical historical inflection points—including the interwar period, Nazi
occupation, and Cold War-era defections—these accounts document civilian life
under totalitarianism, the logistics of escape, and diaspora assimilation. For
researchers examining the human dimension of migration, this collection offers a
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vital qualitative database illustrating how global geopolitical upheavals reshaped
family structures and community identities. Additionally, these oral histories
provide scholars with crucial source materials to explore themes of resilience,
identity conflict, and transnational cultural continuity.

o National Archives of the Czech Republic: Police Conscriptions (1850-1918)

@)
@)

URL: https://digi.nacr.cz/prihlasky?2/

Description: This digital database represents the culmination of a multi-year
preservation project by the Czech National Archives to digitize the Prague Police
Directorate registry. Containing over two million individual records across
700,000 digitized sheets, these historic residence applications track individuals
living in Prague between 1850 and 1918, capturing vital data such as birthplaces,
occupations, household members, and inner-city migrations. Because the original
physical index was organized under a centralized "police alphabet" that bypassed
standard chronological or territorial order, the digital portal includes crucial
metadata explaining its strict transliteration methods, enabling researchers to
navigate complex phonetic, German, and Czech surname variations.
Consequently, it constitutes a premier resource for quantitative demographic
modeling and microhistorical urban studies.

o National Archives of the Czech Republic: Political Trials Overview

o

URL: https://na.gov.cz/en/for-public/research-room/digital-research-room-
archival-records-on-line/political-trials

Description: This historical framework curated by the National Archives of the
Czech Republic outlines the judicial mechanics and political functions of the
Czechoslovak show trials during the 1950s. It details how the communist regime
manipulated legal structures—specifically utilizing the Act on the Protection of
the People's Democratic Republic—to eliminate political opposition. The text
examines the influence of Soviet advisers who introduced psychological terror
tactics and scripted "director's books" to force courtroom confessions,
highlighting the high-profile trials of Rudolf Slansky and Milada Horédkova while
exposing the complicity of state prosecutors in dismantling judicial independence.
This collection provides an indispensable reference point for understanding the
weaponization of the judiciary under totalitarian regimes.

e The Joint Czech and Slovak Digital Parliamentary Library

@)
@)

URL: https://www.nrsr.sk/dl/?lang=en

Description: This digital initiative provides public access to the complete,
verbatim stenographic protocols and legislative prints of the Czechoslovak
National Assembly and Federal Assembly throughout the communist era. In
contrast to clandestine security files, this archive exposes the public-facing,
institutional legal mechanics of the regime. The digitized records capture the
codification of totalitarian governance, including the implementation of the 1960
Socialist Constitution, debates surrounding the 1968 federalization of the state,
and the legislative ratification of economic five-year plans, making it an essential
resource for legal and political historians. Scholars can systematically analyze
these legislative records to understand how the regime used formal parliamentary
structures to legitimize authoritarian control and manage internal political dissent.

o National Library of the Czech Republic: Kramerius 3
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o

o

URL: https://kramerius.nkp.cz/kramerius/Welcome.do

Description: This interface hosts the legacy "Kramerius 3" platform, a
foundational digital library run by the National Library of the Czech Republic
containing over eight million scanned pages of historical newspapers, journals,
and books in Czech, German, and Russian. For historians researching print culture
and public discourse in the Czech lands, this version of the archive is notable for
holding long-running runs of influential historic periodicals like Narodni listy and
Svétozor. While the library continues to migrate these collections to the newer
National Digital Library (NDK) portal, this legacy interface remains critical for
tracking older metadata structures and examining early European digitization
workflows. It offers specialized insights for media historians exploring the
technical evolution of digital text processing and open-access metadata
cataloging.

o The National Digital Library (NDK)

o

o

URL: https://www.ndk.cz/

Description: Operating under the open-source Kramerius system, the National
Digital Library (NDK) is the premier digital repository of the Czech Republic,
managed by the National Library in Prague. The platform aggregates millions of
digitized pages from historical and contemporary books, periodicals, manuscripts,
and maps published within the Czech lands. While modern copyrighted materials
face standard access restrictions, the repository contains a vast public domain
inventory of over 46,000 books and 1,500 periodicals. For researchers conducting
robust textual analyses, the library provides unparalleled primary print evidence
documenting Central European intellectual, linguistic, and sociopolitical
evolution. It represents a monumental achievement in national cultural
preservation, ensuring long-term digital sustainability and comprehensive public
access to Czech literary heritage.

o Library of Congress (World Digital Library)

o

o

URL: https://www.loc.gov/collections/world-digital-library/about-this-collection/
Description: This digital repository aggregates primary source materials from
international partner institutions, featuring collections from Central and Eastern
Europe. For scholars of the Czech lands and neighboring territories, the platform
provides access to digitized historical maps, early modern manuscripts,
diplomatic records, and photographs documenting Bohemian, Moravian, and
Slovak heritage. The database serves as a resource for comparative research on
regional boundaries, transnational history, and the evolution of Czech political
and cultural geography within a global context. By consolidating these high-
fidelity primary assets from diverse international contributors, the platform allows
academic researchers to trace broader trends in global diplomacy and cultural
exchange without geographical limitations.

e Europeana

@)
@)

URL: https://www.europeana.eu/en

Description: This digital repository aggregates cultural heritage records from
European museums, galleries, libraries, and archives. For scholars of Central and
Eastern Europe, the database provides access to digitized manuscripts, historical
maps, fine art, and municipal records sourced from institutions across the Czech
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Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and Poland. The portal serves as a primary source
repository for comparative regional history, material culture studies, and the
analysis of transnational cultural and political networks in Central Europe.
Furthermore, its unified metadata architecture enables large-scale computational
text and data mining, presenting digital humanists with innovative avenues for
tracking the long-term migration of artistic styles, political concepts, and
historical narratives across the European continent.

o Hungarian National Digital Archive (MaNDA)

o

o

URL: https://en.mandadb.hu/

Description: Operated by the Forum Hungaricum Non-profit Ltd., this digital
database aggregates digitized cultural heritage materials from Hungarian
museums, libraries, archives, and private collections. The repository provides
public access to a diverse array of primary sources, including historic
photographs, local newspapers, manuscripts, regional art, and postcards
documenting Hungarian history and society from the early modern era through
the twentieth century. Serving as a centralized national aggregator, the platform
integrates local and regional institutional holdings into a unified, searchable index
while exporting metadata to the European Digital Library, Europeana. For
researchers of Central European history, ethnology, and material culture, the
archive functions as a vital primary database for examining regional identities,
daily life, and the preservation of cultural heritage across Hungary and its
surrounding borderlands.

e Hungaricana Cultural Heritage Portal: Library

@)
@)

URL: https://library.hungaricana.hu/en/

Description: Operated by the Library of Parliament in Hungary and funded by
the National Cultural Fund, Hungaricana is a monumental digital repository
aggregating cultural heritage materials from over one hundred domestic and
international institutions. The portal serves as a comprehensive gateway to
Hungary's historical legacy, consolidating vast public collection libraries,
municipal archives, and museum databases into a single, searchable infrastructure.
Its expansive library collection provides open access to millions of digitized
pages, including peer-reviewed research, rare historical publications, and
institutional reports from regional repositories. Beyond textual documents, the
broader portal features specialized databases for medieval charters, historical
postcards, and unique georeferenced maps utilizing Geographic Information
System technology. Consequently, Hungaricana functions as an essential, high-
efficiency scholarly tool for researchers investigating Central European socio-
political transitions, intellectual history, and regional cartographic evolution.

e Szukaj w Archiwach (Search the Archives)

@)
@)

URL: https://www.szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl/

Description: Administered by the National Digital Archives of Poland, Szukaj w
Archiwach (Search the Archives) aggregates millions of digitized historical
records documenting Poland's complex geopolitical transformations. The portal’s
vast historical collections span various historical epochs, featuring medieval
parchment charters, royal chancellery acts from the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth, and extensive administrative files from the Russian, Prussian,
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and Austrian partitioning eras written in Russian, German, and Latin. For modern
researchers, its deep repositories provide critical access to nineteenth-century civil
and parish registers, vital records tracking demographic shifts, and urban census
documents. Furthermore, the archive preserves invaluable twentieth-century
content, including military operation records from World War II, documentation
of the German occupation, and official bureaucratic files from the communist-era
Polish People's Republic. This dense documentary landscape is supplemented by
an expansive visual collection of historical maps, architectural blueprints, and
political posters.

Kronika (National Repository of Science and Culture Objects)

o

o

URL: https://kronika.gov.pl/

Description: Managed by the Polish Ministry of Digitization, Kronika (Krajowe
Repozytorium Obiektow Nauki 1 Kultury) is a Polish open-access digital
repository integrating over fifteen million digital objects from premier cultural
and scientific institutions, including the National Library, the National Museum in
Krakow, and the State Archives. The portal’s multidisciplinary content spans
dozens of thematic categories, providing an unvarnished window into Poland’s
historical, intellectual, and artistic legacy. Researchers can explore a dense
collection of digitized historical assets, including rare books, academic journals,
scientific articles, and historical cartographic maps and atlases. Furthermore, the
archive holds deep socio-cultural value, preserving millions of photographs,
regional postcards, sheet music, technical graphics, and other museum artifacts
spanning various centuries. This aggregated documentary landscape serves as a
critical primary database for scholars evaluating the evolutionary trajectory of
Polish everyday life, academic development, and material heritage.

National Digital Archives (Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe)

o

o

URL: https://www.nac.gov.pl/

Description: As one of Poland's primary central state archives, the National
Digital Archives (Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe, or NAC) specializes in
preserving and providing open access to a monumental collection of 20th-century
audiovisual content. The repository holds over sixteen million digitized
photographs spanning from the mid-nineteenth century through the late Soviet
era, notably capturing the vibrant daily life of interwar Poland, the devastation of
World War II, and state propaganda from the Polish People's Republic.
Furthermore, the archive preserves over forty thousand unique audio recordings,
including historic radio broadcasts from the Polish Broadcasting Section of Radio
Free Europe and pivotal political speeches. Supplemented by thousands of
historical motion pictures and newsreels dating from 1928 to 1993, NAC serves
as a primary resource for scholars analyzing Eastern European social history,
political transformations, and media evolution.

2. Special Collections

Film, Media, and Fine Arts

Pisniovna
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o

o

URL: https://pisnovna.cz/

Description: Developed by the Institute of Ethnology of the Czech Academy of
Sciences, Pisiovna is an expansive digital library providing open access to nearly
fifteen thousand traditional folk songs from Bohemia, Moravia, and Silesia.
Drawn directly from the institute’s physical archives, the platform serves as a
critical resource for ethnomusicologists and cultural historians. The database
features advanced search utilities across two specialized interfaces: a research-
focused portal optimized for deep textual and musicological analysis, and an
educational suite tailored for classroom instruction. By digitizing this auditory
heritage, the project effectively connects historical fieldwork with modern
pedagogy, making it an essential tool for investigating regional identities and oral
traditions in Czech musical history.

e University of Minnesota Libraries: Dongé Collection

o

URL:

https://umedia.lib.umn.edu/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93 &sort=&q=Dong%C3%B3
Description: This digital collection preserves Dongo ("Bumblebee"), a prominent
Hungarian-language periodical published in Detroit, Michigan, from 1905 into the
1950s. Serving the industrial diaspora of Detroit’s Delray neighborhood, the
publication shifted from a satirical comic paper into a vital community organ that
blended humor with homeland news and localized cultural updates. Beyond its
community functions, the archive holds broader historiographical value, capturing
early documentation of Hungarian officers who served in the American Civil
War. The collection serves as an invaluable primary source for scholars analyzing
ethnic journalism, labor history, and immigrant identity construction in the
twentieth-century Midwest. Researchers can utilize this repository to evaluate
how European diaspora groups integrated into the American labor force while
maintaining transnational political connections to their homelands.

e DiFMOE (Periodika des Digitalen Forums Mittel- und Osteuropa)

o

o

URL: https://www.difmoe.eu/

Description: This digital repository provides public access to a specialized
collection of historic, German-language periodicals published in Central and
Eastern Europe outside of German-speaking countries. Spanning the eighteenth
through the twentieth centuries, the archive digitizes newspapers, journals, and
almanacs from regions such as the Czech lands, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, and
Poland. For scholars of migration, media history, and ethnic studies, the database
serves as a primary source repository for examining the cultural, political, and
social history of German-speaking minority populations, cross-border
communication networks, and regional print culture within the broader
geopolitical transformations of Central and Eastern Europe. Consequently, the
portal functions as an indispensable asset for conducting comparative cross-
cultural press analyses across shifting continental boundaries.

o Digitized Archive of Journals of the Institute of Czech Literature

o

o

URL: https://archiv.ucl.cas.cz/index.php

Description: Operated by the Institute of Czech Literature of the Czech Academy
of Sciences, this digital repository provides public access to nearly 400,000
digitized pages of historic and contemporary Czech periodicals. The collection
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prioritizes rare, damaged, or highly requested nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century literary journals, such as Lumir and Humoristické listy, while also
archiving select contemporary publications. The database serves as a primary
source repository for scholars of Central European literary history, cultural
journalism, theatre studies, and print media evolution. By offering these high-
resolution facsimiles online, the institute ensures that fragile physical assets are
preserved while remaining fully accessible to global researchers investigating the
intersection of literature, politics, and nationalism.

e Archive of Rural Music (Archiwum Muzyki Wiejskiej)

@)
@)

URL: https://archiwummuzykiwiejskiej.pl/

Description: Administered by the Muzyka Odnaleziona Foundation, the Archive
of Rural Music (Archiwum Muzyki Wiejskiej) is a specialized digital repository
preserving the traditional musical heritage and social history of rural communities
in Poland, Ukraine, and Belarus. Built on extensive fieldwork conducted by artist
Andrzej Bienkowski since 1980, the database offers public access to thousands of
unique multimedia assets. Its core holdings consist of rare field recordings,
documentary films, ethnographic notebooks, and photographs documenting
village musicians, folk singers, and regional instruments. Crucially, the archive
captures the authentic oral histories and daily routines of agrarian communities
before rapid modernization. By combining unedited audiovisual documentation
with contextual field notes, the repository serves as an invaluable primary
database for ethnomusicologists, sociologists, and cultural historians researching
Central and Eastern European folklore, identity, and rural material culture.

e Fototeka (National Film Archive)

@)
@)

Politics

URL: https://fototeka.fn.org.pl/

Description: Administered by the National Film Archive — Audiovisual Institute
(FINA) in Poland, Fototeka is a specialized digital repository dedicated to
preserving and showcasing the rich visual history of Polish cinematography. The
database provides open access to over eighty thousand digitized photos, stills,
negatives, and slides drawn from FINA's massive collection of over one million
film-related images. Its extensive content focuses on the history of Polish cinema,
highlighting unique behind-the-scenes set photos, production stills, and
promotional portraits of iconic actors, directors, and cinematographers. While the
core catalog heavily emphasizes films produced before 1989, it also documents
postwar film premieres and historic cinematic events. Ultimately, this archive
serves as an invaluable primary resource for film historians, cultural scholars, and
researchers analyzing mid-century Eastern European visual culture, media history,
and the developmental trajectory of Polish cinematic arts.

e Blinken Open Society Archives (OSA) Catalog

@)
@)

URL: https://archivum.org/collections/online-collections

Description: Hosted by the Central European University, the Blinken OSA
Catalog is a premier repository for studying twentieth-century human rights,
communism, and global Cold War dynamics. A substantial portion of the
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collection comprises the historical records, intelligence briefs, and subject country
monitoring files generated by the Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
Research Institute. The database is a critical resource for examining cross-border
dissident networks and Eastern Bloc administrative mechanisms. Through
digitized finding aids and an open-access infrastructure, the archive provides
researchers with the empirical evidence needed to analyze international
broadcasting, intelligence methodologies, and regional sociopolitical
transformations. This open-access platform serves as an essential foundation for
comparative research on state censorship, underground resistance movements, and
transnational political advocacy across divided Europe.

e Blinken OSA: RFE Information Items

@)
@)

URL: https://archivum.org/

Description: This specialized digital portal within the Blinken Open Society
Archives houses the historical repository of the Radio Free Europe (RFE)
Research Institute, focusing on the transnational flow of information during the
Cold War. The digitized "Information Items" collection from the 1950s forms an
extensive database of grassroots intelligence, comprising thousands of micro-level
reports compiled from Eastern European refugees, travelers, and defectors. These
records document local economic scarcities, labor unrest, and public morale
behind the Iron Curtain, requiring careful triangulation by historians to balance
the subjective anxieties of the informants against the strategic objectives of
Western analysts. Ultimately, this collection provides an unparalleled glimpse
into the daily socioeconomic struggles and psychological landscape of Eastern
Bloc citizens.

e The Security Services Archive (ABS)

@)
@)

URL: https://www.abscr.cz/en/guide-to-the-collections/

Description: The Security Services Archive (ABS) is the primary institutional
repository for the official records of the communist-era Czechoslovak state
security apparatus, most notably the State Security (Statni bezpecnost or StB).
This digital portal offers open-access facsimiles of surveillance files, operational
diaries, and informant registries spanning 1948 to 1989. While indispensable for
investigating the micro-dynamics of totalitarian control and dissident monitoring,
the collection requires rigorous methodological criticism due to the biases,
fabrications, and political distortions inherent to secret police reporting. Though
English navigation pathways exist, accessing the deep, digitized finding aids
generally requires a working knowledge of Czech or Slovak. This repository
underscores the critical need for advanced digital literacy and linguistic
competence when evaluating highly sensitive institutional records.

« Nation’s Memory Institute (UPN) Digital Portal

@)
@)

URL: https://www.upn.gov.sk/en

Description: Established in Bratislava following the dissolution of
Czechoslovakia, the Nation’s Memory Institute (UPN) discloses documentation
regarding fascist and communist repressive organs operating on Slovak territory
from 1939 to 1989. Its digital portal serves as a critical regional counterpart to the
Czech ABS, offering access to databases of the Slovak directorates of the StB.
The collection includes collaborator registries, regional sentiment assessments,
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and records documenting the systematic persecution of underground Catholic
networks. The archive is essential for historians analyzing regional variations in
communist surveillance and anti-regime resistance between Prague and
Bratislava. Furthermore, the portal serves a vital civic function by promoting
public awareness, transitional justice, and historical accountability within
contemporary Slovak society.

e Viaclav Havel Library Digital Archive

@)
@)

History

URL: https://archive.vaclavhavel.cz/

Description: This comprehensive repository is dedicated to collecting, digitizing,
and preserving primary sources related to the literary work and political legacy of
Véclav Havel. The database aggregates tens of thousands of items, including
historical photographs, text manuscripts, personal correspondence, and audio-
video recordings concerning Havel and his dissident circle. It serves as an
essential scholarly resource for studying clandestine anti-regime publishing
networks, the Charter 77 movement, the 1989 Velvet Revolution, and the
subsequent democratic transition, offering researchers granular insight into
Central European political philosophy and international relations. Through its
open-access infrastructure, the library actively supports global scholarship and
educational initiatives centered on human rights, civic responsibility, and the
history of democratic activism.

e CIA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Electronic Reading Room

@)
@)

URL: https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/

Description: This official repository provides public access to declassified United
States intelligence documents, serving as a primary resource for Cold War and
World War II histories. The archive contains extensive intelligence reports, field
analyses, and surveillance summaries concerning Central Europe. Crucially, the
collection offers granular insight into Czechoslovakia's mid-century military-
industrial landscape, detailing the operations of state-run arms manufacturing
plants and tracking the international trajectories of Czechoslovak weapons
exports. These sources reveal how Western intelligence apparatuses monitored
Eastern Bloc logistics, making the database a crucial tool for analyzing
clandestine operations, trade networks, and geopolitical alignments. By reviewing
these open-access records, political scientists and historians can reconstruct the
complex intelligence-gathering methods employed by Western operatives during
intense periods of global ideological conflict.

o mujRozhlas: Trial of Karl Hermann Frank

o

o

URL: https://www.mujrozhlas.cz/auditorium/proces-s-k-h-frankem
Description: Curated by Czech Radio (Cesky rozhlas), this digital audio
repository provides access to historical sound recordings from the 1946 trial of
Karl Hermann Frank, the State Minister of the Nazi-occupied Protectorate of
Bohemia and Moravia. A foundational resource for postwar justice and legal
studies, the collection features unedited courtroom audio, including survivor
testimonies from the Lidice and Lezaky massacres, alongside accounts from
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political figures like Milada Horakova regarding the Terezin concentration camp.
For researchers investigating wartime atrocities and the mechanics of the
Extraordinary People's Courts, this auditory database offers rare, unvarnished
primary evidence that captures the political and emotional realities of postwar
Czechoslovakia. This distinct repository underscores the profound significance of
sound preservation within modern digital humanities frameworks.

e The Wilson Center Digital Archive

@)
@)

URL: https://www.wilsoncenter.org/digital-archive

Description: The Wilson Center Digital Archive is a premier open-access
resource for global Cold War diplomatic history, featuring a robust sub-collection
dedicated to East-Central Europe. The repository aggregates thousands of
English-translated primary documents sourced from declassified state, military,
and diplomatic archives across both the former Soviet bloc and Western nations.
Its Czechoslovak collections are particularly strong regarding the 1968 Prague
Spring and subsequent Warsaw Pact invasion, providing translated Politburo
minutes, top-secret cables, and bilateral meeting transcripts that allow
Anglophone scholars to conduct comparative analyses of superpower diplomacy.
By making these critical records universally accessible, the archive effectively
democratizes global diplomatic research and bridges longstanding
historiographical divides between Eastern and Western academic communities.

e The JDC Archives (Joint Distribution Committee)

@)
@)

URL: https://archives.jdc.org/our-collections/

Description: The JDC Archives feature a digitized collection of 191 boxes of
operational files, case logs, and financial records from its Prague and Bratislava
offices, covering the critical transitional period preceding the organization's
expulsion by the communist government in 1950. The collection is highly
valuable for investigating the early implementation of socialist social controls and
the Bricha, the clandestine movement of Jewish refugees across Czechoslovak
borders toward Western occupied zones. Confiscated by the StB during the Cold
War, these recently digitized files offer an unvarnished window into the
intersection of postwar humanitarian relief, minority politics, and early state
surveillance. This repository allows modern researchers to dissect the complex
tensions that emerged between international philanthropic organizations and
consolidating totalitarian regimes.

e Monasterium

@)
@)

URL: https://www.monasterium.net/mom/collections/

Description: Monasterium is a collaborative digital archive for medieval and
early modern charters, housing over 500,000 documents from more than 100
European institutions. It serves as an open-access resource for historians studying
the legal, diplomatic, and ecclesiastical history of Central Europe by reuniting
historically connected deeds scattered across archives for centuries. The platform
is unique for its crowdsourced architecture, allowing registered researchers and
students to actively edit metadata and transcribe palacographic texts online,
effectively overcoming geographic fragmentation to provide a unified view of
Europe's written heritage. This innovative digital environment actively bridges the
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gap between traditional diplomatic scholarship and collaborative Web 2.0
methodologies, transforming how medieval history is studied globally.

e The Jewish Museum in Prague Online Collections

@)
@)

URL: https://collections.jewishmuseum.cz/index.php

Description: This digital archive provides public access to the digitized holdings
of the Jewish Museum in Prague, documenting the history, material culture, and
social legacy of Jewish communities in Bohemia and Moravia. The catalog
indexes the museum's collections of Jewish ceremonial art, including historical
textiles, metalwork, and ritual objects. Additionally, the platform digitizes
primary source materials such as books, manuscripts, visual art, and oral history
testimonies from Holocaust survivors. For researchers of World War II, Jewish
studies, and Central European history, the database serves as a primary source
repository for examining Holocaust-era documentation, wartime cultural property
preservation, and regional Jewish traditions. The database provides a fundamental
resource for analyzing the systemic impact of Nazi persecution on material
culture.

e Pamét naroda (Memory of Nations Archive)

@)
@)

Genealogy

URL: https://www.pametnaroda.cz/cs/archive

Description: This digital archive, managed by the non-profit organization Post
Bellum in cooperation with Czech Radio and the Institute for the Study of
Totalitarian Regimes, is one of the largest oral history databases in Europe. It
contains thousands of first-person testimonies, audio and video recordings,
photographs, and transcripts from witnesses of twentieth-century historical events.
The collection focuses on individuals who experienced Nazi and communist
totalitarianism in Czechoslovakia, including war veterans, Holocaust survivors,
political prisoners, and dissident figures. For researchers of Central European
history, the portal provides primary qualitative evidence organized by
chronological epochs and thematic categories, tracking civilian life, state
repression, and resistance movements. It stands as a vital monument to collective
memory, providing deep subjective insights that enrich institutional histories.

e American Hungarian Foundation Digital Archives

@)
@)

URL: https://www.ahfoundation.org/digital-archive/

Description: This digital archive contains a diverse array of primary source
materials documenting the historical trajectory and cultural heritage of Hungarian
Americans. The repository features digitized historical newspapers, photographs,
oral histories, organizational records, and personal papers detailing immigration
patterns and the domestic impact of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. Notable
holdings include materials from the Bethlen and William Penn Association
collections, alongside refugee registration cards from Camp Kilmer. These unique
resources support multifaceted research in genealogy, ethnic studies, and
transnational migration history. Scholars can leverage this repository to gain deep
insight into the assimilation challenges, community preservation efforts, and
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cultural adaptations characteristic of Central European immigrants throughout the
twentieth century.

e My Czech Roots Search Tools

@)
@)

URL: https://www.myczechroots.com/search-tools/digital-archives
Description: This digital portal operates as a centralized directory of archival
links essential for Central European genealogical and historical research. The
platform systematically organizes resources into functional categories, including
seven Czech Regional Archives, major municipal repositories, and the National
Archive's police residence registries. It also provides pathways to historical
cartography and military records across Germany, Poland, Austria, and Slovakia.
Beyond acting as a static index, the site features a moderated community query
section where expert genealogists assist researchers navigating linguistic barriers,
shifting administrative borders, and fragmented record groups. This specialized
tool dramatically reduces the friction associated with remote archival navigation,
serving as an invaluable intermediary for academic historians and family lineage
researchers alike.

o DigiArchiv of the State Regional Archives in Tiebon

@)
@)

URL: https://digi.ceskearchivy.cz/Introduction

Description: DigiArchiv is the remote research platform operated by the State
Regional Archives in Tiebon, providing open access to historical materials from
the regional and district archives of South Bohemia. The database functions as a
primary repository for social and economic history, aggregating extensive
collections of parish registers, land deeds, local chronicles, and population
censuses spanning 1857 through 1921. By transitioning fragile physical records
into an open-access digital space, the portal enables historians to conduct
localized microhistories, reconstruct demographic shifts, and analyze long-term
bureaucratic trends across shifting political regimes. Additionally, it remains an
indispensable asset for international genealogists tracing ancestry and
documenting migration patterns originating from the historical Czech lands.

o Porta fontium

o

o

URL: https://www.portafontium.eu/searching

Description: Porta fontium is a bilateral digital network that integrates historical
records from archives across Western Bohemia and Bavaria. Developed as a joint
initiative by the State Regional Archive in Plzeii and the Bavarian State Archives,
the centralized search portal provides open access to digitized parish registers,
municipal chronicles, cartographic materials, and land deeds spanning the early
modern era into the twentieth century. For historians investigating migration
patterns, economic networks, and shifting borderland identities within the Czech-
German frontier, this archive unifies disparate national systems into a cohesive
primary resource. By crossing traditional political borders, the network provides
an excellent methodological blueprint for modern, cross-national archival
integration and collaborative digital preservation projects.

e The Hungarian Archives

@)
@)

URL: https://www.hungarianarchives.org/
Description: Created by the American Hungarian Library and Historical Society
(AHLHS), a New York-based non-profit founded in 1955, The Hungarian
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Archives is a curated, open-access digital repository. The platform specializes in
collecting and preserving amateur, pre-digital era photographs, historical
correspondence, immigration records, and community documents detailing the
lives of the global Hungarian diaspora, with a primary geographic focus on the
United States and the New York metropolitan area. Beyond acting as a static
repository, the site utilizes crowdsourced public submissions to fill critical
metadata gaps and expand its collections. It serves as an essential primary source
database for scholars, genealogists, and public historians investigating
transnational migration, immigrant group identity construction, and the
institutional histories of displaced Central European communities.

3. Other

e The Emil Kubek Project

o URL: https://kubekproject.wordpress.com/

o Description: The Emil Kubek Project is a digital scholarly platform dedicated to
the history, culture, and social structures of Slavic and Eastern European
immigrant communities within Pennsylvania's anthracite coal region. Center-
aligned around Father Emil Kubek (1857-1940)—a Carpatho-Rusyn priest,
author, and community organizer—the site aggregates his literary, journalistic,
and lexicographical works. Beyond biographical curation, the project provides
broader sociological insights into early twentieth-century immigrant life through
modern translations, historical essays, and digital walking tours, successfully
blending traditional archival preservation with public humanities engagement. By
illuminating the intersection of religious life, labor struggles, and ethnic literature,
the project offers a valuable framework for studying heritage preservation within
American industrial communities.

e Gender Studies Library (Prague) Digital Archive

o URL: https://genderstudies.tritius.cz/

o Description: Founded in 1991 by dissident sociologist Jitina Siklova, this
repository has evolved into the largest specialized gender and women’s studies
library in Central and Eastern Europe. For Cold War historians, its primary value
lies in its extensive collection of "grey literature," private correspondence, and
press clippings tracking state-enforced gender roles, maternity policies, and
women’s labor expectations under the Czechoslovak Communist Party (KSC).
Crucially, the portal includes the "Women’s Memories" oral history archive,
providing digitized testimonies that reveal the tension between state-sponsored
"emancipation" and the private burdens of domestic labor under the regime. This
archival collection offers critical thematic entry points for scholars examining
feminist philosophy, totalitarian family policy, and everyday underground
resistance.

o Institute of Sociology of the Czech Academy of Sciences

o URL: https://www.soc.cas.cz/en/

o Description: The Gender & Sociology Department of the Czech Academy of
Sciences maintains a robust digital database of peer-reviewed research, historical
datasets, and digital facsimiles of socialist-era sociological studies. The portal
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provides open access to the complete back-catalog of the transdisciplinary journal
Gender a vyzkum (Gender and Research). For scholars of the Cold War, this
platform yields the empirical and quantitative data necessary to analyze
communist family planning, demographic policies, divorce rates, and the legal
frameworks—such as the 1957 legalization of abortion—that actively structured
the nuclear family and state-sanctioned morality. Accessing these digitized assets
enables researchers to cross-reference official state rhetoric against empirical
demographic realities to trace shifting sociological paradigms over successive
decades.
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